Dilla University Hosts Annual Research Validation Workshop

Dilla University convened its annual research validation workshop under the theme “Building
Trust through Ethical and Validated Research.”

The recent workshop titled “Building Trust through Validated Research” underscored the pivotal
roles of trust and ethical standards in contemporary research. Dr. Mekonnen, an Associate
Professor at the College of Health and Medical Sciences, delivered a keynote address emphasizing
the essential principles of research ethics: respect for people, beneficence, and justice. He argued
that these principles not only preserve the dignity of participants but also ensure equitable
treatment and the minimization of harm, ultimately leading to more significant and credible
research outcomes.

Dr. Mekonnen advocated for establishing equitable partnerships and promoting community
engagement, asserting that research should be a collaborative effort. By involving community
stakeholders throughout the research process, from planning to dissemination, researchers can
ensure that their work addresses the specific needs of those impacted. Transparency in
methodology was highlighted as crucial for maintaining credibility, alongside prioritizing
Indigenous and African methodologies that respect cultural contexts.

Furthermore, the presenter introduced key strategies for building trust in research, such as fostering
open communication, enabling capacity building among community members, ensuring
accountability, and practicing cultural sensitivity. He also addressed challenges, noting that issues
like plagiarism and lack of informed consent significantly erode trust in research findings,
particularly in sensitive contexts such as clinical trials.

Transitioning to agricultural challenges, the workshop highlighted the urgent problem of white
mango scales. These pests threaten mango farmers, particularly in Wollega, where foreign mango
varieties imported from India have exacerbated the issue. The life cycle of white mango scales,
which includes various stages that damage leaves and fruits, emphasizes the need for targeted
management strategies. The research team employed experimental design, opting for chemical
injections and nutrient applications, such as vermi-compost, to control the pests while aligning
with organic farming principles.

Lastly, a significant portion of the workshop focused on educational research in South Ethiopia,
examining the effects of teachers’ competence, students’ motivation, learning styles, and parental
support on student achievement. The study concentrated on students who struggled in the
Ethiopian School Leaving Examination and utilized mixed methods for data collection. Results
indicated that enhanced teacher competence, increased student motivation, diverse learning styles,
and active parental involvement positively impact student success.



In conclusion, the workshop fostered comprehensive discussions around ethical research practices,
agricultural sustainability, and educational effectiveness. By adhering to ethical standards and
engaging community perspectives, researchers can cultivate trust, enhance their work’s relevance,
and ultimately drive meaningful change.



